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The first Electric Vehicle driven in Japan
Masayuki Morimoto (Tokai University)

This paper surveys the first electric vehicle driven in Japan.

It is said that the first automobile run on Japanese land was in

1898. The car was engine driven French car. The driver was French man. The car was intended to sell in Japan, but no one

buy it. The car was brought back to French. In 1900, first electric vehicle run on Japanese street.  The electric vehicle was a

present to celebrate the marriage of the crown prince (later Taisho Emperor) from Japanese American living in US. The test

driver of the electric vehicle was Japanese engineer. Unfortunately, that electric vehicle is not used for the Emperor because of

the traffic accident at the test drive.
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Fig.1 First automobile in Japan
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Table 1 Specification of the first automobile
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Fig.3 First electric vehicle in Japan
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